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essential for democracy. The solution of the problem, therefore,
would require that both the majority and the minority were
imbued with respect for human rights and with sympathetic
understanding for each other which unfortunately is very rarely
the case. In theory democracy is internationally-minded, but
in practice even nations with a great democratic and humanitarian
tradition are often unable to overcome national prejudices and
animosities. This is particularly apparent from their treatment
of racial elements which differ in the colour of their skin, or are1
supposed to possess different " blood ". Another instance is the
attitude of many modern democracies to aliens who do not con-
stitute national minorities but who wish to settle in a country
as individuals, to earn their living by honest work, to become
citizens and to be recognized as nationals. The attitude of large
and influential sections to these problems was often characterized
by extraordinary narrowmindedness which was a combination
of economic jealousy and national arrogance. Other sections
of the same nation at the same time have often exhibited a totally
different spirit and have done everything in their power to combat
racial and national prejudices, and to give the foreigner a fair
chance.
Individuals who have sprung from a national minority or
who have lived among a foreign nation have made a particularly
great contribution to the rise of nationalism. In Germany before
the last war the spread of Pan-German sentiment and the growth
of hostility towards Russia and the Slavs were to a great extent
the work of Germans from the Baltic provinces of the Russian
Empire, The Baltic Germans formed an intellectually very
active and energetic group with an aristocratic tradition, and for
a long time they had provided the Tsars with many excellent
officers, administrators, scholars and industrialists. The growth
of Russian nationalism considerably restricted their role, and led
to oppressive measures against the German minorities. Many
of them emigrated to Germany where they had family contacts
with the nobility and obtained influential posts in the army, ia
the civil service and in intellectual life. Their share in stimu-
lating German nationalism was very great. A similar role was
played by German intellectuals from the mixed territories of
Austria-Hungary, who harboured the memories of countless
local frictions with Slavs or Magyars and were imbued with bitter
animosity against them. Adolf Hitler can only be rightly under-
stood as the product of the mentality of this group as adapted
to the level of the lower semi-intelligentsia, The " Ausiands-